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CONFIDENTIAL PHNOM PENH 473 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, CB 

SUBJECT: EIGHTH DAY OF KC DRY SEASON OFFENSIVE 
REF: PHNOM PENH 401 

1. SUMMARY: ENEMY PRESSURE AROUND PHNOM PENH AND ALONG THE 
SOUTHERN MEKONG EASED CONSIDERABLY AND THE MILITARY SITUATION, 

IN COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS DAYS, WAS QUIET. AT THIS STAGE OF 

THE KC OFFENSIVE, ALTHOUGH FANK HAS DONE WELL AROUND PHNOM PENH, 
A SECOND PHASE OF INTENSE FIGHTING IS LIKELY. MEANWHILE, THE 
KC THREAT TO CONVOYS FROM SOUTH VIETNAM IS ALSO A MAJOR 
CONCERN. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN THE 7TH DIVISION AREA NORTH OF PHNOM PENH, FANK FORCES 
SUCCEEDED ON JANUARY 8 IN LINKING UP WITH THE LAST REMAINING 
ISOLATED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS (SEE REFTEL). THE SITUATION IS 
STILL CRYSTALLIZING, FIGHTING REMAINS HEAVY IN SPOTS, 

BUT IMPROVEMENT IS EVIDENT. 

3. FANK EFFORTS TO CLEAN UP ENEMY POCKETS OF RESIST- 
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PENH ARE PROGRESSING SLOWLY. THE FANK CAMAPIGN TO RETAKE 
SIX BRIDGES LOST EARLY IN THE OFFENSIVE ON ROUTE 61. 
NORTHEAST OF THE CITY, IS STALLED. 

4. SEVEN 107MM ROCKETS WERE FIRED TOWARD POCHENTONG 
AIRPORT LATE JANUARY 7, REPORTEDLY WOUNDING 13 BUT CAUS- 
ING NO DAMAGE TO THE AIRFIELD. POCHENTONG REMAINS 
OPEN FOR MILITARY AND COMMERCIAL TRAFFIC. 

5. IN THE 3RD DIVISION AREA THERE WAS LITTLE FRIENDLY 
OR ENEMY MILITARY ACTIVITY. THE GARRISON OF TUOL LEAP, 
NORTH OF ROUTE 4, WHICH HAD BEEN ENCIRCLED BY THE KC 
JANUARY 6, WAS LIBERATED ON JANUARY 7, AND THE KC HAVE 
NOT BEEN ACTIVE IN THE AREA SINCE. SOUTHWEST OF PHNOM 
PENH, 3RD DIVISION COMMANDERS HAVE BEEN REPORTING THAT 
THE ENEMY IS AVOIDING CONTACT. 

6. THE KC ALSO SLACKED OFF A BIT ALONG THE LOWER MEKONG, 
AND ROUTE 1 WHICH PARALLELS IT, FOLLOWING SEVERAL DAYS 
OF CONSIDERABLE ENEMY ACTIVITY. 

7. THROUGHOUT THE REST OF THE COUNTRY, THERE WAS LITTLE 
ACTIVITY, AS HAS BEEN THE CASE, WITH SCATTERED EXCEP- 
TIONS, SINCE THE START OF THE OFFENSIVE. 

8. COMMENT: TODAY'S DECLINE IN LEVEL OF COMBAT 
INTENSITY IN THE PHNOM PENH AREA IS ENCOURAGING, BUT 
ITS SIGNIFICANCE IS NOT YET CLEAR. WHILE THE ENEMY HAS 
DEFINITELY TAKEN HEAVY CASUALTIES, IT MAY WELL BE THAT 
HE IS USING THIS PERIOD FOR BRINGING UP MUNITIONS, OR 
FOR REDEPLOYING UNITS, AND THAT A SECOND AND RENEWED 
PHASE OF MORE INTENSE FIGHTING AROUND PHNOM PENH IS 
LIKELY. MEANWHILE, HIS PRESENCE ALONG THE MEKONG AND 
THE THREAT THIS POSES TO CONVOYS FROM SOUTH VIETNAM IS 
ALSO A PRIMARY AREA FOR CONCERN, PENDING THE TIME WHEN 
FANK CAN DEVOTE GREATER ATTENTION AND FORCES TO A SOLU- 
TION THERE. 

DEAN 
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